INTERIORS

CHANNELING
MIES

A CLIENT AND ARCHITECT FOLLOW THE FOOTPRINT
OF THE MASTER, AND LESS IS MORE AGAIN

any architects pour their heart
and zoul into a project, only o
hold their breath and pray that
the elient doosn't serew it up with
the furnitore,

W malke sugcesiions to them,
oifer to take them shopping or
even beg them 1o heed our deco
rative advice.” admits Chicago
architect Carlos Martinez. “This
wis definiiely not one of those projects,” he save of & sleck,
architecturally savvy Streeterville co-op he ereated for a
conple with four children.

In fact, the oppozite was true, “[The wile] had already
bought most of the furniture, and it was incredible stoff, Her
taste is 2o refined and well-edited that 1 was bowled over the
first time [ met hero T jost had to come ap with something
coually wonderful and significant Lo house it all,” he savs

He had good raw materials, simpatico clients and impee
cable experienee for the ob, The conple owned theee con-
tiguous one-bedromm apartments (ofaling 2,400 sqguare Tec
in a Mies van der Rohe building, They were also interested
in “respecting the desimn principles inherent in the Micsian
aesthetic,” explaing the husband, Martines had reshaped
three apartments into nis own hoe in a neighboring Mies
van der [Rohe building, so he had o clear idea ol iow 1o pro
eeed with his clients’ spuce,

“They were living in a colleetion of rooms that didn’l
relate to cach other, or Tunetion well, And i1 was a bizarre
layout. You had to walk through the middle of the kitchen to
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In o nod to Mies van der
Rohe's preferences, o
marsh-oak wood kitchen
systern from Poggenpohl
hos counters that look like
marble but are actually
granite, Below: A sliding
wiond door allows the
master suite to become a
port of the living ond din
ing area when open o g
private retreat when closed.
Opposite: Burnished flame
drapes on gliding rollers
ore strategically situated in
ench room for color and
intrigue, not shode.
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get into the master bedroom,” recalls Marline:,
He developaed a struetural plan that put a master
suite adjncent to g living amd dining area n one
wing of the apartment; a children’s suite with Dwo
beddreoms and a study for the wile, a renowned
writer, on the other side; and a kilchen hetween
the two domains.

Martiner also imbuad the program with
materials and derails that jibed with the clients’
wishes to respect the spivic of the architecture,
yvet update it Walls would Feature steel-lined
recesses al their bases and reveals at their
crowns too give them the same weighiless
demesnor of the original Micsian design, Tray
crrine, @ material revered and often emploved by
Mies, would be used toclad the Qoors Tt cut inta
slabs lalf the widihoof the windows then installed
ot a grid to mateh the mullions.

The kitchen would be skirted by an archied
wood-clad wall that would coneeal the mechani-
cals and ereate a circulation path from the publie
gone to e children™ wing, a concept that was a
direet nod to the curved elements Mies inceluded
in iy of his European residential projects,
explains Martines. The masier suite would have
an expansive sliding wood door that would alliow
it to boecome pard of the Tiving and dining area
when apen or a private retreat when elosed, Tt
wonld have wood (oors for comfort and warmth,
bt they would be eut i slabs (he same size as
the marble tiles and installed to resemble par-
quet (hy manipulating the grzinsy in delerence
1o Mies" penchant for chis pattern

Before the couple eould start the project, ic
had to be delaved due to family circumsiances,
When they revivedd 10 bwo vears later, Martinez
had beeome the design director at Gensler and
conldn’t devate the necessary time to the job, So
he brought in Julie Fisher, his former studend
who now headed her own architeeture fiem, to
act as the principal project designer.

Eight months later, the master plan Martinez
had developed was realized, graced with new
miaterials and features Fisher and the wifc added
omce constraetion stiarted. The millwork and cab
inetry were fabricated ont of a boldiv striped Aus
tralian walnul thal incorporated light and dark
Taes and unified the different wood fones in the
paleties A marsh-oak wood Kitehen svatem from
Pogeenpohl wais matched with dork green coun
tertops that looked like marble, a material Mics
preferred, hut were aetually stuedy granile. .

The lavout and physical vocabulary of the
space 15 hoth architectarally relevant o its
riots and elegant, a perfect foil for the furninoee,
Martines only has one gualm: whether the airy,
shelf-lined study he destgned Tor the wafeis work
ing out for her

“I0 s this spectacolar view of the Take, soil
1 sat there 'm sure Ud never get anvehing done,
Bul she had a bhest-seller . .. a0 i must e 0K
he reasons. O

Liza Sknlnil writes fraquantly for the Magazne.
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“IT WAS A BIZARRE LAYOUT.
YOU HAD TO WALK THROUGH THE
KITCHEN TO GET TO
THE MASTER BEDROOM.”

—ARCHITECT CARLOS MARTIMNEZ




